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PNWFM
NEWSLETTER

Presi dent o

Greetings, mineral lovers! | hope all of your su
mer collecting has been fruitful and safe.

In all of my past newsletters, | have always aski
for member input on the organization and, more:
specifically, our sy tly,
heard from a few of you on the topic of the symposium: some good things and some
shall we say, oconstructive feedback.
create a short postymposium survey for all members. Look for it in late October.
Meanwhile, if you have concerns or compliments about PNWFM or the symposium,
pl ease get in touch. Listening to and

Washington Pass Cleanup Report

Our annual service project, campout and collecting trip at Washington Pass was helc
August 79, 2015. This trip was a lot of fun and was well attended with 14 collectors.
This yeard6s weather was good but smok\
of Lake Chelan. On Saturday, an early evening squall cleared the air with a brief
rainstorm. As is standard for the locality, most of us spent the collecting time crackin
the alkaline granites and looking for micros of uncommon minerals including sogdia-
nite, zeksterite, genthelvite, rare earth carbonates, gadolinite, titanite, pyrochlore,
elpidite and the evepresent arfvedsonite, zircon, aegirine, astrophyllite and smoky
guartz. There were also a few cabinet specimens collected. Tom Menzel found a ver
nice plate of 1 cm pink zektzerite crystals near the MP 166 road cut.

Symposium 2015 Update

The 2015 Symposium theméisMi ner al s of the Northeas
October 911, 2015 at the Kelso, Washington Red Lion. This is going to be a spec-
tacular one, so make sure it is on your calendar!
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We are now accepting registratiorgtp://pnwfm.org/pdf/Sympl5RegForm.pdf

Displays

If you would like a display case on the main floor, contact Bob Mey#e(11l@hotmail.com) Wedd | o
see what you have to show, whether related to the Minerals of the Northeast US theme or not.

All of the space for fluorescent displays is filled, but PNWFM has a case with cycled SW and LW lights to
share. | will be coordinating this case and will put in a half dozen pieces. PNWFM members are welcome to
add their own pieces to the case, but please let me know ahead of time so | can make matching labels. Cont
Bruce Kelleybfuce.kelley@gmail.cgrif you can contribute to this display.

Featured Speakers

Jeff PostHighlights and Stories from the Smithsonian Gem and Mineral CBllemtgstence in Gem-
stones

Richard Bostwicktinerals and Mines of Franklin and Sterling Hill, Sussex County, Neiralgtbry
and Sterling Hill: The Fluorescent Mineral Capital of the World

Tom MooreClassic Mineral Localities of Southeastern Pennsyhaibhoenixville and French Creek Lo-
calities, Chester County, Pennsylvania

Albert LiebetrauCommon Minerals, Exceptional Fluorescence

Volunteers

Another aspect of the symposium, from my perspective, is to organize volunteers to manage the numerous t
involved with running the show. We need help with a number of tasks:

Friday afternoon and evening:

1 Transport cases from the storage in Kelso to the Red Lion: This will take two or three trips with a pickup t
move 1215 cases.

1 Set up the cases.

1 Registration Table: hand out pegistration packets, register lab®mers, selighirts.

Saturday:

1 Registration Table: hand out megistration packets, register lab®mers, selighirts. Ideally, we would
get someone who is not interested in the talks to staff the table during them.

Help with silent auctions
1 Help with live auction

We will also need to take the packets, shirts, etc. back after the show on Sunday afternoon.


http://pnwfm.org/pdf/Symp15RegForm.pdf
mailto:pyrite111@hotmail.com
mailto:bruce.kelley@gmail.com
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Sunday:
1 Break down the display cases42/olunteers makes this quick work.

1 Transport cases back to the storage in Kelso. This will take two or three trips with a pickup teliove 12
cases.

1 Registration Table: hand out pegistration packets, register lab®mers, selighirts. Ideally, we would
get someone who is not interested in the talks to staff the table during them.

Nominations Committee

It is time to start preparing for elections of officers to take over in 2016. We have several openings:
Treasurer, Vice President and President.
| have been involved in running volunteer organizations long enough to realize that | cannot expect people tc

jump up and say, OPick ME!6, but | would hate to
ested in helping to run the PNWFM, please let me know. Thank you to Gary who has offered to run for VP. I
nobody else is willing to step forward as presid
opportunity.

Member Participation: Even more ways to get involved!

1. Write an article or send in a few photos for the newsletter. Going to a show? Send us a trip report! Finc
a weird fuzzy green mineral youdd |ike to share?
think mysteries are as fun as scholarly certainty. Thanks to Wes Gannaway, Beth Heesacker, Karen Hinderr
Al Liebetrau, Bob Meyer, Don Newsome, Lanny Ream, Alexander Schauss, and myself for providing newsle
content so far this year.

2. The same goes for the national Friends of Mineralogy newsletter! Represent the PNW chapter by shar
your passion with the world.

3. Plan to attend our 2012017 symposia:
October 911, 2015 Northeast USA and Fluorescent Minerals
October 1416, 2016
October 1315, 2017

4. oLi ked our of f facechoaklcomnPaWEMb ook page:

5. Visit the Rice NW Museum of Rocks and Minerals in Hillsboro, OR. PNWFM members get free admiss
and store discounts.

6. Send me ideas for how PNWFM can better serve you and the mineral collecting community.

Until next time,
-- Bruce Kelley, President, PNWFM bruce.kelley@gmail.com


https://www.facebook.com/PNWFM
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Washington Pass 2015 Field Trip Photo Report
Photos by Bruce Kelley

Bob breaks up a elpidite/
pyrochlore/aegerine boulder at
MP 166.

John and Barry explore the
| boulder field.

Randy and Tom examine a pieq
of the rare quartzdeficient
granite from MP 166,

Current theory: Orange pyrochlore
group octahedra on black
arfvedsonite.FOV: 1.73 mm




Yellow titanite crystal in quartz
deficient granite from MP 166.
FOV: 1.83 mm.

UVMan! Tom demonstrates
his custom zeksterite
searching gear.

UVMan is successful! Pink

zeksterite crystals from MP 166.

FOV: about 8 cm.

A 45 cm boulder with plentiful
seams of zektsterite, that looked
like alien writing.
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