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Greetings All,
I hope everyone is of good health and actively
planning your mineral adventures/activities as Spring
approaches. With the Covid-19 pandemic slowly fading
away, planned activities and mineral related projects
will increase.
I have recently been conversing with Mark Ivan Jacobson (The National
FM Board President) to align our future Friends of Mineralogy vision and with
some key FM National organizational changes, there is some excitement buzzing.
There is also a new Virginia Chapter whose president is very eager to make an
impact. With our PNWFM Group being well established and the Virginia’s
Chapter bringing new fresh ideas to the plate, its an easy decision to work together and share our processes/ideas to further improve the advancement of minerals. Special thanks to Jessica Robertson for bringing both Chapters together and coordinating.
We have discussed an idea to improve our PNWFM Logo. At this time I
have a panel of artists lined up who are very talented and ready to start drafting
something. What I need from you, our members, is some creative ideas to get the
ball rolling. I believe this logo should come from the voice of our members which
will mean more when selected. If you would like to help to provide input please
submit your ideas to pnwgemcollectors@gmail.com for consideration.
Please plan to attend a General Meeting Saturday, April 10th at
10:00AM. This meeting will be in Zoom format where we will communicate general updates, symposium status and some exciting summer opportunities such as
potential field trips and a Washington Pass Clean-up. Stay tuned for the official
Zoom link to be communicated.
Thanks to you all for continuing to share a big interest in rocks & minerals
and once this Covid-19 pandemic is obliterated, I’m excited to be able to personally give each of you a joyous high-five.
Cheers,
Toby Seim – President - PNWFM
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Pacific Northwest Chapter of Friends of Mineralogy
Releases Their 2020 Fall Symposium Talks Online
Aesthetic Minerals: Color and Crystallography was the theme of the Pacific Northwest Chapter of the Friends
of Mineralogy symposium held on October 17, 2020. Due to travel restrictions related to the coronavirus, the
PNWFM decided to hold its annual symposium virtually instead of cancelling it altogether. Through a combination of live streaming and pre-recorded presentations, the PNWFM was able to put together a highly successful Fall Symposium and is now sharing these presentations with everyone online.
The symposium introduction and first presentation by mineral photographer Michael Bainbridge are already
online.
Introduction: http://Mineralfilms.com/PNWFM_2020-Intro
Michael Bainbridge, Aesthetics in Mineral Photography: http://Mineralfilms.com/PNWFM_2020-Part1
Follow the PNW chapter on their Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/PNWFM) or check their website (PNWFM.org) to get the links. Here are the release dates and topics of the remaining symposium talks:
Friday, February 26, 2021
Ray Hill
The Good, the Bad, and the Beautiful: a story of transformation
Friday, March 5, 2021
Dr. Raquel Alonso-Perez - Harvard University
Emerald and Gemstone Formation during Continental Growth Episodes

Friday, March 12, 2021
Tama Higuchi
Minerals through the Lens of Art
Friday, March 19, 2021
Dr. George Rossman - CalTech
Natural Radiation - A Tale of Two Minerals
With special thanks to Symposium Chair Jessica Robertson, Bruce Kelley and Show Host Julian Gray.
We hope that you can tune in and catch each and every episode. We look forward to the PNWFM’s 2021
Symposium: African Minerals!!
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Passing the Love of Rocks On to Our Youth
By Karen Hinderman
As a teacher I’m in a position to pass on my love of rocks and minerals to my students. In fact, I do
this as often as my students will tolerate it! One way I do this is by having rocks in my classroom for students to look at and play with. Generally speaking, I don’t get too upset when rocks go missing. Amazingly, it doesn’t happen often! When a student really shows interest, I bring in more rocks for them to look at
and then let them take home a few. I’ve given many rocks and minerals to science teachers and taught several mini lessons in science teachers’ classrooms. A few years ago I started teaching a Basic Science class
to high school students with learning disabilities. Of course, we always have a geology unit that includes
studying rocks and minerals. My enthusiasm about rocks and minerals is usually looked at as strange by
most of my students, but there are always a few who show real interest.
In September, a teacher who has small children, asked about tumbling rocks. She and her husband
were looking at buying one of those small tumblers for their 5 year old as a birthday present. Instead, we
loaned them a tumbler, gave them rocks to tumble, and provided all the grit needed to properly tumble one
load. The joy that her husband, son, and daughter received from this experience was tremendous. I just
may have created future rock hounds and/or mineral enthusiast!
Find moments when you can pass on your love of rocks and/or minerals to our youth. It’s very rewarding.

Recent Screen Shots of Etna (Sicily)
by Beth Heesacker from the Skyline live feed.
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Via Mineral Minutes 3/21
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Via Mineral Mite 12/20
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Sardinian Minerals from the Lundgren Collection
By Beth Heesacker
I recently gave a presentation to the Micromineralogist's of the National Capital Area (MNCA) on
part of the collection I purchased last year previously owned by Allen and Barbara Lundgren. Below are
some of the PowerPoint slides from the presentation.
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Editor’s Plea
Please, we need your articles and mineral photos to make this the newsletter what it should be.
Please email articles and photos to heesacker@coho.net
The next deadline will be June 2nd.

Interested in a
wonderful resource for
teaching
children about
minerals?
Check out the books and
other resources at
Diamond Dan Publications.
http://www.diamonddanpublicati
ons.net/
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MINERAL MEETING CALENDAR

2021:
Seattle Mineral Market
May 22-23, 2021

The Hangar 30 building at Magnuson Park
Seattle, WA

MSSC Conference - Cancelled
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - TBD
NCMA Symposium - TBD
PNWFM Symposium - Zoom - African Minerals

Stay Safe and Healthy!

