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John Dagenai s {Maeapcth 42,9 ,1

by Rob Woodside, June 6,

Figure 1 John Dagenais, re
the North Star Mine in Sep
Gannaway photo

A few weeks ago, Mi neral ogy | ost a significan
when John Dagenais died. John was a bit of a per
den to building his collections, he did passiona

John's Dad was in the Canadian army and the f
was young. After John finished school, he signed
became a surveyor. I n 1967 while John was stayin
Maxine, his future wife who was only accidentall
marri age.

I n 1969 they |l eft Ontario for Vancouver and t
the way. They were amazed at the Amethyst they <c
Bay. They weren't as successful with fossils at
newf ound hobby.

After arriving in Vancouver John got a job wi
ing as a surveyor, he soon became a construction
the contract specifications. He stayed with them
structure projects involving bridges, roads, and
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Figure 4 Members of Pacific Nor
of Mineralogy, left to right ar
Maxi ne Dagenais holding their d
and Wes Gannaway standing on
t hfer sniteps of the main office of
and Blue Bell Mine, just wup the
k a, Tintic District, Ut ah. The
taken on September 22, 2010 Ro
photograph.

John always | i ked i mpressive specimens and bu
nedi zed examples from worl dwide | ocalities. but
|l ed to his acquisition of an expensive Olympus m
scope was | i ke ent erd@ nigdaea odfhea mwioar amo Wrmmth nwas a
better appreciated under magnification, though h
of matrix. The | ocalities John collected at were
t he Pacific Northwest Micro Mineral Study Group
Bob Housely and Joe Marty.

Figure 5 The Micromen, from left to right 1is
Wes Gannaway, John Dagenais, Al Wil -

kins, Jerry Baird, Tim Rose, Bob Housely,
and Joe Marty. Jerry, Bob, and Joe all

hel ped with John's research projects on
micros. All of the above except Wes had
minerals named after them. Wes Ganna-

way Photograph

When the f&rBtaok Pbhe unknowns was recogni ze
gested that it might be named Dagenaisite, but t
t hat minerals should only be named after individ
eralogy as the naming was a significant honour
speci men of what became Jozxl|l bruggerite for the <c
most never do in a |ifetime. John was such a goo




