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SYMPOSIUM  

REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

  
Symposium News and Auction  

Updates  
By Karen Hinderman 

 
 As many of you have noticed, we are ñbehind 
the ballò so to speak in getting information out about 
our upcoming symposium.  Please forgive us and 
be patient with us.  Dealing with a hotel, speakers, 
expensive flights, and any service in this late stage-
Covid time period has been difficult.  

 You can now call the hotel and reserve a 
room.  When you call, tell them you need the as-
sociate code discount for the Friends of Mineral-
ogy event. Unfortunately, the Red Lion is no longer 
serving food or beverages. This creates a situation 
for us where we will need to bring in a caterer for 
dinner. We are still working out the details for this. 
Please feel free to bring your own drinks to dinner 
this year. Also, plan ahead to have meals off site, or 
bring plenty of food along with you to have in your 
hotel room.  

 As for the annual silent and live auctions, 
please bring your donations! And, of course, bring 
plenty of money to purchase the auction items.  We 
really need to have a successful auction to help pay 
for some of the extra expenses.  

 Reminder to let Bruce Kelley 
(bruce.kelley@gmail.com) know if you are willing to 
put in a display case, and let Brittany Burkhardt 
(mineralsandfossils@gmail.com) know if you are 
going to be a satellite dealer.  I will be going to the 
hotel one week prior to the symposium to make sure 
that all satellite dealers are assigned rooms in the 
correct hallway.  Please make sure you have your 
reservation made by then. 

    Sept 2022 
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DŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅΗ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ aƛƴŜǊŀƭƻƎȅ tŀŎƛŬŎ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊϥǎ нлнн {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мп-мс ƛƴ YŜƭǎƻΣ 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

{Ih² ILDI[LDI¢{ 

aŀƛƴ CƭƻƻǊ 5ŜŀƭŜǊǎ ς ·¢![Σ tŀŎƛŬŎ wƛƳ DŜƳǎ ϧ aƛƴŜǊŀƭǎΣ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎŎŀŘŜ 
{ŎŜǇǘŜǊǎΦ 
{ŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ 5ŜŀƭŜǊǎ ς [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŬǊǎǘ ƅƻƻǊ ǊƻƻƳǎ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘƻǘŜƭΦ 5ŜŀƭŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 
ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ .Ǌƛǧŀƴȅ .ǳǊƪƘŀǊŘǘ ŀǘ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭǎŀƴŘŦƻǎǎƛƭǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
9ȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ς CƛƴŜ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴ CƭƻƻǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ CaΦ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ǊǳŎŜ YŜƭƭŜȅ ŀǘ ōǊǳŎŜΦƪŜƭƭŜȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
!ǳŎǝƻƴǎ ς {ƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǳŎǝƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
ōŀƴǉǳŜǘΦ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΗ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ YŀǊŜƴ ƻǊ DŀǊȅ IƛƴŘŜǊƳŀƴ ŀǘ ƎƪƳƘƛƴŘϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘΦ 
DǳŜǎǘ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ς 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǘŀƭƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
wƛŎƪ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΣ 9Ǌƛƴ 5ŜƭǾŜƴǘƘŀƭΣ CǊŀƴƪ wǳŜƘƭƛŎƪŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǎƻƻƴΗ 

 

h¢I9w LbChwa!¢Lhb 

aŀƛƴ CƭƻƻǊ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ς .ŀŘƎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊ ŀǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ-ƛƴΦ hƴƭȅ ōŀŘƎŜ-ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƻƴ ƅƻƻǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǘ-ǳǇΣ ǘŀƪŜ-ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻũ-ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 
aŜŀƭǎ ς ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƭ ƻǊ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΗ 

whha w9{9w±!¢Lhb{ 
!ǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ wŜŘ [ƛƻƴ Lƴƴ ŀǘ осл-рту-плмтΦ LŘŜƴǝŦȅ 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tb²Ca ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŀǘŜΦ IƻǘŜƭ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ-ƴƛƎƘǝƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ 

нлнн tb²Ca {¸ath{L¦a w9DL{¢w!¢Lhb Chwa 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǇƴǿŦƳΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ 

aŀƛƭ ŦŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƻΥ .ǊǳŎŜ YŜƭƭŜȅΣ орм wŜŜŦ wŘΣ bƻǊŘƭŀƴŘΣ ²! фуору 

bŀƳŜόǎύΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

/ƛǘȅΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ {ǘŀǘŜΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ ½ƛǇΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

tƘƻƴŜΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 9-ƳŀƛƭΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ όLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŘƛƴƴŜǊύ 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ hŎǘΦ мΥ Ϸмнл Ȅ ψψψψψψψψǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎ Ґ Ϸψψψψψψψψψψ 

!ƊŜǊ hŎǘΦ мΥ Ϸмол Ȅ ψψψψψψψψψǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎ Ґ Ϸψψψψψψψψψψ 

{ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ hƴƭȅ όƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΣ ƴƻ ŘƛƴƴŜǊύΥ 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ hŎǘΦ мΥ Ϸур Ȅ ψψψψψψψψǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎ Ґ Ϸψψψψψψψψψψ 

!ƊŜǊ hŎǘΦ мΥ Ϸфр Ȅ ψψψψψψψψψǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎ Ґ Ϸψψψψψψψψψψ 

[ƛǾŜǎǘǊŜŀƳ hƴƭȅ όƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴƭȅΥΥ 

Ϸнр ȄψψψψψψψψψψψǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎ Ґ Ϸψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

 !ŘŘ-ƻƴ ǊƻƻƳ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ ŦŜŜΣ Ϸнр 

¢ƻǘŀƭ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘΥ Ϸψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
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What Is New At The Rice Museum 
 
 
MINI MINERS 

 
We are teaming up with Diamond Dan Publications for year two of 
our free online club to offer the e-magazine Mini Miners. This month-
ly publication is filled with activities and information about minerals, 
crystals, gems, rocks, and tips on how to build a great mineral collec-
tion. So if you have a kid who loves rocks and minerals, theyôll fit right 
into Tuckerôs Club. Tuckerôs Club is FREE to all, but registration is 
required to become an official member. Members receive free pass-
es to the Museum, an official member badge, and invitations 
to special club events at the Museum.  

 

FREE GROUP TOURS 
The Museum is offering free guided group tours (guided experiences) through November 2022 
thanks to the generous support of the Juan Young Trust. 
 
These limited capacity group tours hit all of the same Next Generation Science Standards as the 
Museumôs typical school tour program and are lead by the same enthusiastic group of educators. 
Tours include outdoor activities (weather permitting).  
 
Advanced registration is required. These are mixed group (families) tours.  

 

IBWF!ZPVS!OFYU!FWFOU!BU!UIF!NVTFVN 
We are now taking reservations for 2023 and beyond. Just minutes from downtown Hillsboro, 
our woodland settings and beautiful mineral displays oϜer a unique, relaxing backdrop for all 
your events, including banquets, seminars, workshops, company picnics, and weddings.  

 

MUSEUM HOURS:  
Wednesday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Thursday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Friday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Sunday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm  

23685 NW Groveland Dr. 

Hillsboro, OR 

    Sept 2022 

https://ricenorthwestmuseum.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d39d38e509239d36c2901dfe7&id=ce5a4c5f13&e=9461c49760
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John Dagenais (Sept 4, 1945 - March 29, 2022) 
                                                                                                                                 by Rob Woodside, June 6, 2022 

 

 

 A few weeks ago, Mineralogy lost a significant collector and a dedicated amateur researcher 
when John Dagenais died. John was a bit of a perfectionist. Anything he did from building their gar-
den to building his collections, he did passionately.  

 John's Dad was in the Canadian army and the family moved around quite a bit when John 
was young. After John finished school, he signed on with the Ontario Department of Highways and 
became a surveyor. In 1967 while John was staying with a work crew at a Minden hotel, he met 
Maxine, his future wife who was only accidentally there. That was the beginning of their lifelong 
marriage.  

 In 1969 they left Ontario for Vancouver and they discovered minerals for the first time along 
the way. They were amazed at the Amethyst they could collect at the old Pearl Mine in Thunder 
Bay. They weren't as successful with fossils at Drumheller, but John was always curious and had a 
newfound hobby. 

 After arriving in Vancouver John got a job with the Associated Engineering Company. Start-
ing as a surveyor, he soon became a construction inspector, making sure the work done matched 
the contract specifications. He stayed with them until he retired in 2006 working on many local infra-
structure projects involving bridges, roads, and lighting.  

Figure 1 John Dagenais, ready to go to work at 
the North Star Mine in September 2010. Wes 
Gannaway photo 
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 In the 1970s, John attended evening lectures hosted by the University of British Columbia 
geology department and by the late Joe Nagel, then curator of the UBC Mineral Collection. At these 
Friends Meetings, he met other enthusiastic collectors, and they formed a close-knit group of life-
long friends who met regularly for beer and pizza. At these gatherings, they would each bring min-
erals for ñshow & tellò, and spend the evening peering through microscopes or loupes intrigued by 
what they found. One fun group activity was to visit the late Bart Cannon and his microprobe in Se-
attle. Bart's late-night hours were grueling. As the sun was rising, they would be driving back to 
Vancouver. So, at one of Joe's meetings, the Department Chairman stopped by and John asked 
him if he could do probe work for UBC and maybe some for himself. Since John was paying for the 
beam time, they showed him how to run it. He quickly found that the additional expense of paying 
for a technician was more efficient and cheaper than doing it himself. John took hundreds of spec-
tra and eventually was finding new minerals.  

 Joe Nagel had a mineral business to make money to buy specimens for the department's 
collection and in 1975 he sold that business, Golden Ears Minerals, to John and Max. They contin-
ued the business together until 1985.  

 Around 1980 John had kidney failure. This was his first medical problem and it would slow 
him down temporarily. With two kidney transplants, a heart attack, and a stroke; it is remarkable 
that John just kept rebounding and lived a very full life until the end. 

 

Figure 2 Ty Balacko, in the center, has discovered an inordinately large, for Van Silver, chunk of sulfide-bearing 
rhyolite, and Barry Murphy, on the left, and John Dagenais, on the right, give him moral support as he pries it out. 
Robert Meyer photograph,  July 1989. 
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 John was incredibly skilled and diligent in his use of the stereoscopic microscope. For exam-
ple, Ty Balacko had found orange pyrostilpnites at the Van Silver Mine, near Whistler, British Co-
lumbia. These were very rare until one meeting when John told us they were quite common but 
small. We had been looking at 20x magnification and when we went to 75x magnification, as John 
did, they were as John said common! While most field collectors will scan their field collected mate-
rial at 20x to 40x and zoom in for items of interest, John routinely examined his field collected mate-
rial at 60x to 80x. 

 One of Johnôs most admirable traits as a field collector and amateur mineralogist was the 
diligence with which he processed his field collected material. We would return from locales such 
as Van Silver or the Tintic district with buckets and boxes full of hundreds of kilos of typically vuggy 
rocks. We would then meet up later and while most of us would have looked at a few pieces and 
have something to share, John would have completely processed his findings and would have all 
the specimens with handwritten labels and arrows on them pointing out the relevant crystals, all 
boxed in flats or drawers. 

 Being a bit of a perfectionist John would always see if he could improve a specimen with a 
little acid leaching or careful trimming. John was constantly refilling his trim bucket and had to find 
somewhere to dump it. Ty Balacko went looking for his dumpsite and rescued specimens from it. 
Now a couple of Johnôs former Australian Millerites grace a couple of local collections. 

 John was an avid field collector. His knowledge was such that he could almost immediately 
spot crystalline forms in the rock. His workmanship was great. He would spend all day digging and 
pounding. Every one of us enjoyed collecting with John and his input was valued. Locally we would 
field collect at Silica Bell, Van Silver, Bear Mountain, etc. but it was John's annual field trips to the 
US where he self-collected his new species. He found Auriacusite and Jo±lbruggerite at the Black 
Pine Mine, Montana, and Chromschieffelinite at Otto Mountain, California.  In 1998 John partnered 
with Wes Gannaway for field trips to Majuba Hill, Nevada, and the Tintic District, Utah. He and Wes 
would go into the Majuba Hill mine around 3 PM and come out when they got hungry and found it 
was 3 AM.  

 

Figure 3 Wes Gannaway on the 
left and John Dagenais at the 
North Star Mine in the Mammoth 
Tintic Mining District in Utah on 
September 21, 2010. Robert 
Meyer Photograph 
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 John always liked impressive specimens and built a superb collection of thumbnails to cabi-
net-sized examples from worldwide localities. but early on he was fascinated by micromounts. That 
led to his acquisition of an expensive Olympus microscope with a fluorite lens. Looking through his 
scope was like entering another world. Johnôs idea of a micromount was any specimen that was 
better appreciated under magnification, though he later came to favor specimens with at least 6 cm 
of matrix. The localities John collected at were perfect for micros and soon John was involved with 
the Pacific Northwest Micro Mineral Study Group and the California micromounters where he met 
Bob Housely and Joe Marty. 

 

 

 When the first of Johnôs Black Pine unknowns was recognized as a new species, it was sug-
gested that it might be named Dagenaisite, but the young mineralogist who was doing the work felt 
that minerals should only be named after individuals who had made significant contributions to min-
eralogy as the naming was a significant honour. John was deflated as he had sacrificed his only 
specimen of what became Jo±lbruggerite for the cause.  It is extremely rare to find new minerals, 
most never do in a lifetime. John was such a good mineralogist, he found two more, Auriacusite  

Figure 4 Members of Pacific Northwest Friends 
of Mineralogy, left to right are, John Dagenais, 
Maxine Dagenais holding their dog Winnie, 
and Wes Gannaway standing on 
the front steps of the main office of the Eagle 
and Blue Bell Mine, just up the hill from Eure-
ka, Tintic District, Utah. The photograph was 
taken on September 22, 2010. Robert Meyer 
photograph. 

Figure 5 The Micromen, from left to right is 
Wes Gannaway, John Dagenais, Al Wil-
kins, Jerry Baird, Tim Rose, Bob Housely, 
and Joe Marty. Jerry, Bob, and Joe all 
helped with John's research projects on 
micros. All of the above except Wes had 
minerals named after them. Wes Ganna-
way Photograph  


