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President’s Message 

 
Jessica Robertson  

 
Hello friends! 

             We may still be feeling the last 
blasts of wintery weather, but spring is just 
around the corner. I hope you all get a 
chance to get out in nice weather this 
spring and enjoy some of the great geology 
and amazing minerals of our region.  
 PNWFM has great plans in work for 
2023 (our 49th year!) starting with our part-
nership with Seattle Mineral Market (SMM) 
in May. The board and SMM team volun-
teers have plans for auctions, displays, a 

kid’s corner, and snack bar, PLUS we hope to also unveil our new PNWFM logo 
and some new merchandise! But, because this is one of the most ambitious 
events our club has produced in some time, we need your help to make this 
event a success--please consider pitching in and taking a shift in our booth! See 
the article later in this newsletter for details. 

 We are also getting a healthy early start on planning for our 2023 sympo-
sium in October, on the topic of rare earth minerals. Some of the speakers are 
already lined up, and we hope to make it a fantastic and vibrant event. More in-
formation on the symposium will be forthcoming later this spring. 

 Other efforts for 2023 include least one group field trip this summer 

(details to come), and the beginning of a new project to coincide with our 50th 

year in 2024—production of a short history of the chapter. We will be asking for 

“long timers” to look through old photo albums and their memory banks for recol-

lections of PNWFM chapter events, stories, and of course the people that made it 

possible. If you’re one of the folks with these long memories who would like to 

help with this effort, please let me know, and stay tuned! In 2023 we are also 

hoping to team with other Friends of Mineralogy regional chapters on some ef-

forts related to updating our internal organizational procedures, and promoting 

social media and educational outreach. So, in short—lots of exciting opportunities 

are starting to shape up for our community, and we’d love to see you all join in. 

Have a great spring, and see you at SMM! 
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Seattle Mineral Market 
 In an effort to showcase minerals, educate the public about min-
erals, and promote our club and annual symposium, we will be more 
involved at the annual Seattle Mineral Market. We will have displays, 
offer silent auctions, run a concessions table, and provide fun activities 
for the kids. In order to do this successfully, we need club members to 
donate specimens for the auctions, and/or volunteer a few hours of 
your time on Saturday, May 20, and/or Sunday, May 21.  

 Our plan is run a silent auction every half hour. This would in-
clude a small area for kids to bid without adults overbidding them. We 
will bring some of the auction material that is in storage and hope that 
you will be generous and bring us many donations to add to our stock.  

 In addition to the general silent auctions, PNWFM members 
have offered to run a single, curated silent (bidding) starting at noon 
(12:00-12:30) on Saturday. The silent auction will feature items 
(mineral, historical, and ephemera) grouped by theme. The current, ten-
tative themes (with possible donation ideas- this could be you!) are: 
The Lapidarist (polished slabs and cabs of PNW mineral interest, his-
torical items, faceted PNW stones), Beginning Mineral Collector 
(classic mineral books, 2# sledge-hammer w/ chisel/collecting kit, 
loupe, geology hammer, labeled PNW classic minerals), Advancing 
Mineral Collector (4# hammer, chisel/collecting sets, Dana/
crystallography texts, microscope, micro or strange or oddity PNW min-
erals), UV Mineral Collector (lamps, local UV-reactive minerals/rocks, 
books/ephemera), The Historian (older, classic PNW books, photos, 
ephemera), Connoisseur- Dark colored PNW minerals (labeled, bet-
ter minerals specimens), Connoisseur- Light colored PNW minerals 
(labeled, better mineral specimens), Homage to the Recently De-
ceased (Bart and Rudy, etc. related items). Donators will be listed with 
the item(s) or anonymous. If you feel like you might want to donate to 
either of these curated efforts, please contact Sal Noeldner at 
sal.noeldner@gmail.com. (Donations may or may not be advertised 
ahead of the auctions. Themes may change depending on level of donation interest.) Confirmed donors so 
far include John Cornish Minerals, Mazama Mine Co., Way Too Cool LLC, and Crystalholics Anonymous. 

 We will be setting up starting around 7 am on Saturday morning. Please join us if you can. On Satur-
day and Sunday we would like 2 - 3 volunteers to manage the tables (concessions, auction, and kids activi-
ties) in two hour shifts. Then on Sunday at 5 pm, we will need volunteers to help with take down. Please con-
tact Karen Hinderman at khinderman79@gmail.com or Jessica Robertson at jrobertson@geoengineers.com  

 

Saturday shifts:      Sunday shifts 

 7 am until ready Setup     10:45 am to 1 pm 

 10 am to Noon       1 pm to 3 pm 

 Noon to 2 pm       3 pm to 5 pm  

 2 pm to 4 pm      5 pm until finished Take Down/clean up 

 4 pm to 6 pm 

 

    March 2023 

Thank You ! ! ! 

mailto:khinderman79@gmail.com
mailto:jrobertson@geoengineers.com
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From the Friends of Mineralogy - Midwest Chapter Newsletter 

January - February 2023 
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What Is New At The Rice Museum 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINTER MUSEUM HOURS:  
Wednesday -Sunday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

23685 NW Groveland Dr. 

Hillsboro, OR 

March 2023 

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF  

      DIRECTORS 
  
 We are pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Kimberly Vagner as the museum's 
new Executive Director. With a strong 
knowledge of gems and minerals, and a back-
ground in museum operations 
and management, Kim is charged with creating 
a plan for the museum that includes updating 
content and galleries, expanding outreach to the 
Hillsboro community, and aligning with STEM 
education initiatives. The board recognizes the 
vital role the museum plays inspiring visitors to 
appreciate the wonder and complexity of our 
earth, and is excited to create a new vision with 
the the director.  
 
 Kim comes to us from the Perot Museum 
of Nature and Science in Dallas, Texas, where 
she served as the Director of the Gems and 
Minerals Center of Excellence.  Prior to this role, 
she also worked for the Gemological Institute of 
America (GIA), and credits her start in the pro-
fession with volunteering in the mineral sciences 
department of the Smithsonian’s National Muse-
um of Natural History. She has a Masters De-
gree in Decorative Arts & Design from Parsons 
School of Design, and has a Graduate Gemolo-
gist diploma from GIA. Having grown up in 
Bellevue, Washington she is thrilled to back 
home in the Pacific Northwest.  
 
 Aurore Giguet, past Executive Director, 
has taken a position at Reed College in Port-
land.  We thank Aurore for her leadership 
through the challenges faced by the museum 
over the past few years.  Her contributions have 
positioned us well for the future.  

ONLINE BENEFIT AUCTION 
MARCH 30 - APRIL 8 

 The Museum has once again partnered with 
Dr. Rob Lavinsky and Mineral Auctions for an 
online auction to benefit the Rice Museum. Bidding 
opens March 30th and closes April 8th. We will 
send a link once it is posted. Proceeds will go 
directly to support the care of our collections.  
 
 The online event features fabulous lots, in-
cluding museum-quality mineral specimens, some 
of which were once part of the Rice Family Collec-
tion.  
 
 Registration is required to bid. Payment in-
formation is required to activate accounts, but this 
information is not saved or stored on the site. Win-
ners will receive a personal invoice after the auction 
with shipping and insurance costs added.  
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From the British Micromount Society  Newsletter 

October 2016 (used with permission) 
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Smithsonite (fov 1.5 mm) 
 
Tsumeb,  
Oshikoto Region, 
Namibia, Africa  

B e t h  H e e s a c k e r  c o l l e c t i o n  

E x  A l l e n  a n d  B a r b a r a  

L u n d g r e n  c o l l e c t i o n  

P u r c h a s e d  f r o m  M i c h a e l  
S h a n n o n  i n  T u c s o n ,  2 0 2 0 .  
P h o t o  b y  B e t h  H e e s a c k e r  
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Interested in a  

wonderful resource for 
teaching  

children about  

minerals? 

Check out the books and  

other resources at  

Diamond Dan Publications. 

 

http://www.diamonddanpublicati
ons.net/ 

Editor’s Plea 
I need articles! 

Please email articles and  
photos to  

heesacker@coho.net 

 
The next deadline will be June 14, 2023

March 2023 

Hopeite (fov 4 mm) 
 
Kabwe District, Central Province, Zambia  

B e t h  H e e s a c k e r  c o l l e c t i o n  

E x  A l l e n  a n d  B a r b a r a  

L u n d g r e n  c o l l e c t i o n  

P u r c h a s e d  f r o m  M i c h a e l  
S h a n n o n  i n  T u c s o n ,  2 0 2 0 .  
P h o t o  b y  B e t h  H e e s a c k e r  

http://www.diamonddanpublications.net/
http://www.diamonddanpublications.net/


P A C I F I C  N O R T H W E S T  
C H A P T E R  
F R I E N D S  O F  
M I N E R A L O G Y  

MINERAL MEETING CALENDAR 
 

 
2023: 
 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - May 13 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St,  
 Vancouver, WA 98660  
 
Seattle Mineral Market - May 20-21 
 SATURDAY 10:00AM-6:00PM 
 SUNDAY 11:00AM-5:00PM 
 The Hangar 30 building at Magnuson Park 
 7400 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115  
 
NCMA - May 26-28 
 Eldorado Community Hall 
 6139 Pleasant Valley Rd. 
 Eldorado, CA 
 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - November, Nov. 11 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St,  
 Vancouver, WA 98660  

 
2024: 
 
Pacific Micromineral Conference (MSSC) -  TBD 
 Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Museum 
 123 W. Alvarado St., 
 Fallbrook, California 
 

 
 

Stay Safe and Healthy!  
 
 

www.PNWFM.org 

Editor, Beth Heesacker 

4145 NW Heesacker Rd. 

Forest Grove, OR  97116 

heesacker@coho.net 


