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 Hello all! It’s nearly summer and PNWFM activities are 
back along with the warm weather. Just a few weeks ago we 
had a presence at Seattle Mineral Market (SMM), which was 
a great time. We held a successful curated auction on Satur-
day plus silent auctions both days, thanks to auctioneers ex-
traordinaire Sal Noelder and Karen and Gary Hinderman.  

 We provided educational displays on introductory mineral identification and posters on 
regional mineralogy that had a consistent flow of folks stopping to admire and take pictures. 
Our snack booth was bustling and a welcome addition to the event. Most importantly, we 
spread awareness of the chapter and advanced our organizational mission of spreading edu-
cation regarding the science and collecting of minerals. See page 3 for photos. 

 Thank you to everyone who pitched in for donations, planning, logistics, time in the 
booth, and moral support. Our effort went well enough that we are tentatively planning on a 
SMM presence again next year, with a better idea of what is needed by PNWFM and how we 
might partner both with SMM and other local rock and gem clubs to make the event even 
more exciting and educational. 

 Coming up this summer we have plans in the works for a return to Washington Pass in 
August—please watch your email and our website and social media for details to come. Plan-
ning for October’s symposium is also well underway on the topic of Rare Earth Element Miner-
als. Some speakers are already confirmed, including Markus Raschke. Registration will open 
this summer. 

 In the meantime, have a great summer and get out there and get digging! -Jessica 

mailto:khinderman79@gmail.com
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PNWFM at the Seattle Mineral Mart 

Pictures by Karen Hinderman and 
Jessica Robertson 
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RIP 

Al Liebetrau 

 

Our condolences to  

Sue Liebetrau 

Via BMS 118, Feb 2023 

Editor’s note: Al’s obituary will be in the next issue. 
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 After several years of discussion, PNWFM is pleased to unveil our brand-new club logo! 
Designed by graphic designer and friend-of-PNWFM Erin Delventhal in conversation with the 
board, our logo is intended to modernize our “look” alongside other new FM chapter logos intro-
duced in recent years, and to feature an eye-catching and idealized “Northwest Classic” mineral 
combination that appeals to many collectors: pyrite and quartz clusters from King County, Wash-
ington.  

 The quartz points of our idealized specimen are slightly sceptered, and in the full-color 
version tinted to the amethyst side. Erin also provided simpler versions of the logo, in limited col-
or and in black and white, to be used in applications where lower resolution or smaller formats 
are desired. If you were lucky enough to attend Seattle Mineral Market, you may have already 
snagged a canvas tote bag or vinyl sticker featuring the new logo. These merch items will be 
available for sale at future PNWFM events, and we are working out the details to offer them by 
mail as well. Drop us a line if you’re interested.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Full Color         Limited Color    Black and White 

PNWFM Logo 

Via BMS 117, Oct 2022 
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PNWFM Membership  

Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2023 

 

President, Jessica Robertson, opened the 
zoom meeting with 12 members in attendance. 
Bruce Kelley gave a treasurer report. He will order 
a square for our club to use at Seattle Mineral Mar-
ket and Symposiums.  

Secretary, Karen Hinderman, updated mem-
bers on our plans for Seattle Mineral Market. Our 
club will have 2 educational display cases. We will 
have a silent and live auction. We will run the con-
cessions; and, we will have a kid’s activity center. 
Our goal is educational outreach, gain new mem-
bers, advertise our annual symposium, enjoy min-
gling with the public, and hopefully make a little 
money. Jessica will put together a FAQ’s sheet to 
help volunteers answer questions.  

Our new club logo was revealed. Erin 
Delventhal created the new design. We will have 
bags and stickers with the new logo available at the 
Seattle Mineral Market and our Symposium.  

Markus Raschke has volunteered to be the 
leader on the annual WA Pass Clean Up and Field 
Trip. He will be contacting previous organizers for 
assistance.  

Our 49
th
 Symposium will be held at the Red 

Lion in Kelso, WA, on the weekend of October 20 – 
22, 2023. Most speakers are confirmed. The sym-
posium committee meets once a month via zoom. If 
you want to be involved, let one of your board 
members know and we will sent you the meeting 
link.  

Our 50
th
 Symposium is just over a year and 

a half away. Our theme will be Golden Memories.  

Good of the Order: Our sincere condolences 
to Sue Liebetrau. We have lost a longtime member 
and friend. Al, may your heavenly collecting days 
be fruitful.  

Many thanks to Don Newsome for a gener-
ous donation of Mineral Records and Rocks and 
Mineral magazines. These will be sold through our auctions at the Seattle Mineral Market and our 
Symposium.  

REMINDER: Beth Heesacker needs articles, reviews, field trip reports, and pictures for the 
newsletter.  
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RIP 
Michael Kokinos 

 
 

Nov. 27, 1927 – April 26, 2023 

Memorial by Al Wilkins, NCMA President 

 Sadly, we have learned that long time NCMA mem-
ber Mike Kokinos passed away last week. He was 95.  
Mike was a regular attendee at NCMA conferences until 
fairly recently.  Mike was a Life member of NCMA and a 
past president, treasurer, federation chair, and board 
member.  

 Mike was also a past president of the California 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies and acted as tax ad-
visor to the federation for many years.  

 Mike had a long history with micromounting, attending the early meetings of the pre-
Southern California Micro Mineral Society (SCMM) in 1962 and when the first formal meet-
ing of SCMM was held in 1966, Mike was one of the founding members. In the 1970s, Mike 
belonged to the informal micromounting group in northern California that later became 
NCMA in 1982.  Along the way, Mike developed an interest in mineral identification tech-
niques including the use of the petrographic microscope in determining the optical proper-
ties of minerals. In about 1978 as part of the pre-NCMA activities, Mike initiated Study 
Group meetings to demonstrate the concepts of mineral identification through optical min-
eralogy. Over more than 30 years, Mike taught/tutored many collectors in the use of these 
techniques including many past and present NMCA members.  

 Mike was inducted into the Micromounters Hall of Fame in 2010 and the mineral Koki-
nosite was named after Mike in 2014.  

 

 Mike was a stalwart of NCMA and a longtime friend to many of us and he will be sore-
ly missed. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Collection of Beth 
Heesacker. Photo-
graphs and copyright by 
Beth Heesacker. 

EYE CANDY 
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Genthelvite from MP 165, Washington Pass, 
Okanogan Co., WA  

FOV: 1.5 mm Collected by Randy Becker,  
Collection and Photo by Bruce Kelley  

Linarite in twinned Cerussite and Malachite from 
Grand Reef Mine, Aravaipa Dist, Graham Co., AZ 

FOV: 3.7 mm  Collected by Ray Lasmanis, Col-
lection and Photo by Bruce Kelley  

 

Calciohilairite from Liberty Bell talus, Washington Pass,  
Okanogan Co., WA  
 
FOV: 1.6 mm  Collected by Randy Becker,  
Collection and Photo by Bruce Kelley  
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 The Rock Box Mountain 
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Via BMS 118, Feb 2023 



PNWFM 
NEWSLETTER 

    December 2021 
Page 12 

June 2023 

 



PNWFM 
NEWSLETTER 

    December 2021 
Page 13 

June 2023 

 



PNWFM 
NEWSLETTER 

    December 2021 
Page 14 

June 2023 

 



PNWFM 
NEWSLETTER 

    December 2021 
Page 15 

June 2023 

 



PNWFM 
NEWSLETTER 

    December 2021 
Page 16 

June 2023 

 



PNWFM 
NEWSLETTER 

    December 2021 
Page 17 

June 2023 

 



PNWFM 
NEWSLETTER 

    December 2021 
Page 18 

June 2023 

 



PNWFM 
NEWSLETTER 

    December 2021 
Page 19 

June 2023 

 

Via BMS 118, Feb 2023 

Via BMS 117, Nov 2022 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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News from the Rice Museum 

SATURDAY, JULY 1ST 
MEMBERS ONLY HOUR FROM 10AM-11AM 

GENERAL ENTRY FROM 11AM-5PM 
  

Great deals on rocks, minerals, jewelry, and 
more!  If you are a lapidary artist, or are interested 
in rough material from the PNW and other localities, 

this is the time and place to stock up. We will al-
so be cracking geodes AND cutting thunder eggs. 

 
Bubbles & Treats PNW - a mobile soda shop spe-

cializing in handcrafted sodas, floats, and lemon-
ades - will be selling refreshments. Enjoy their deli-

cious drinks while exploring all we have to offer. 
Check out their menu! 

 
FREE entry for members. General admission for 
non-members. Garage sale items, geodes, and 

thunder eggs priced individually.  

 

More Upcoming Events at the Rice Museum 

 

Saturday, July 15th - The Gold Rush (a day all about gold)  
 

Saturday, July 29th - Gem Carving Workshop with Naomi Sarna 
 

Saturday, August 26th - Gem Carving Workshop with Naomi Sarna  

The Rice Northwest Rock and Mineral Museum is located 
25 minutes from downtown Portland, Oregon, on Highway 

26 West at the Helvetia Rd./Brookwood Exit 61B.  

 

26385 NW Groveland Drive,  

Hillsboro, OR 97124 

https://ricenorthwestmuseum.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d39d38e509239d36c2901dfe7&id=471bd5f901&e=adacfdd80b
https://goo.gl/maps/RT2RpbzTyBezQokV9
https://goo.gl/maps/RT2RpbzTyBezQokV9
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Continued on next page 

Via BMS 117, Nov 2022 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Via BMS 116, Jun 2022 
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Via BMS 116, Jun 2022 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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 C R Y S T A L   R E S E A R C H  
9112 Tucker Road SE , Olympia, WA 98513-8904 TEL: (360) 459-2455 query@crystal-research.com  

MINERAL COLLECTION FOR SALE  
Crystal Research, in Olympia, Washington, is closing its laboratory and selling its mineral 
collection, consisting of  

•  A Dana collection of about 2,100 specimens, mostly thumbnail or miniature, assembled 
between 1956 and 2005 as a reference collection for optical and crystal growth re-
search. The specimens, ranging from thumbnail to 10”, were purchased from dealers 
from 1945 to 2005.  

• About 650 thumbnail specimens from the collection of Fr. Alvin Hufnagel. purchased 
from Ward’s between 1942 and 1949 and trimmed to ¾ x1”.  

• Specimens collected between 1947 and 1970, mostly as-collected and untrimmed, from 
Franklin, New Jersey (1947), Laven, Langsunfjord, Norway (1960), Ivigtut, Greenland 
(1960), Herringen, Germany (1960), Roseclaire, Illinois (1967), and other notable locali-
ties.  

• The locality sets include a few large showy specimens such as fluorite crystals from 
Roseclaire and a 6” x 7” x 13” water-clear halite cleavage from Carlsbad.  

 

Visits to our laboratory can be arranged, beginning in July. We will conduct an email ver-
sion of a silent auction during the rest of the year. Preference will be given to bids for the 
whole collection. We will next consider the best bids for a whole sub-collection, such as the 
Dana collection. We do not plan to sell individual specimens or specimens from a single lo-
cality.  

For further information, or to arrange a visit, contact Paul Shlichta, Crystal Research, 9112 
Tucker Road SE, Olympia, WA 98513 at query@crystal-research.com or call (360) 459-
2455.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Highway 14 near 
Cook, WA. 

Collected by Jon 
Gladwell 

Collection of Beth 
Heesacker. Photo-

graphs and copyright 
by Beth Heesacker. 
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Interested in a  

wonderful resource for 
teaching  

children about  

minerals? 

Check out the books and  

other resources at  

Diamond Dan Publications. 

 

http://www.diamonddanpublicati
ons.net/ 

Editor’s Plea 
I need articles! 

Please email articles and  
photos to  

heesacker@coho.net 

 
The next deadline will be September 13, 2023

June 2023 

Collection of 
Beth Heesacker. 
Photographs 
and copyright by 
Beth Heesacker. 

http://www.diamonddanpublications.net/
http://www.diamonddanpublications.net/


MINERAL MEETING CALENDAR 

 
2023: 
 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - November, Nov. 11 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St,  
 Vancouver, WA 98660 
  
PNWFM Symposium - October 20-22 
 Red Lion Inn 
 510 Kelso Drive 
 Kelso Washington 

 
2024: 
 
Pacific Micromineral Conference (MSSC) -  TBD 
 Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Museum 
 123 W. Alvarado St., 
 Fallbrook, California 
 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - May 11 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St,  
 Vancouver, WA 98660  
 
Seattle Mineral Market - TBD 
 SATURDAY 10:00AM-6:00PM 
 SUNDAY 11:00AM-5:00PM 
 The Hangar 30 building at Magnuson Park 
 7400 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115  
 
NCMA - May 24-26 
 Eldorado Community Hall 
 6139 Pleasant Valley Rd. 
 Eldorado, CA 

www.PNWFM.org 

Editor, Beth Heesacker 

4145 NW Heesacker Rd. 

Forest Grove, OR  97116 

heesacker@coho.net 


