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 Survey results were shared at the virtual membership meeting on November 10. Please con-
tact me for a run-down of the results if you missed it and are curious.  One big revelation: 2025’s 
symposium theme will be “Color in Minerals!”   

 In addition to the October symposium, we already have several events in the works for 2025. 
After a break of many years, we have are pleased to announce the return of an in-person spring 
meeting! Our spring meeting will be Saturday, April 26 at the Rice Museum of Rocks and Min-
erals in Hillsboro, Oregon. The meeting will likely include a club mineral swap, a talk and business 
meeting, and fun surprises–details will be announced soon. We are also planning a presence again 
at Seattle Mineral Market, May 17-18. Our symposium and event planning team meets monthly via 
Zoom. If you’d like to help or even just watch and weigh in, please contact me to be added to the 
planning email list.  

 Another thank you– we received many generous donations of rocks and minerals during the 
symposium. This made a big difference! We can still use more for upcoming 2025 outreach events, 
particularly for Seattle Mineral Market. More common, less expensive material that an intermediate 
to advanced collector may ignore is ideal for the events that are targeted at a broad public audi-
ence.  

(continued on page 3) 

Happy Holidays!  

 Thank you everyone for the great turnout and high energy 
at our 50th Symposium. If you missed any of the talks, they 
should be posted on the Mineral Nation YouTube channel soon; 
we’ll share the links on Facebook and pnwfm.org website when 
available. We learned a lot about our new venue and have some 
great ideas for next year’s symposium. The results of our post-
symposium feedback survey were very helpful in giving us direc-
tion for what to prioritize and what to change if possible.   

mailto:khinderman79@gmail.com
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(Presidents Message continued) 

 If you have some old dusty flats or bags of shorl or quartz points, halite, some lesser garnets, 
tumbled agates, etc., please consider uncovering them from the big stack in the garage and donat-
ing them to PNWFM.  

 Thea Stender represented PNWFM at the November SMM Showcase event in Everett 
(thank you again Thea!) and reported that simple quartz points she happened to have in her car 
were just perfect.  

 Thank you all also for re-electing the board for another few years. We are proud of what we 
accomplished in 2024 and look forward to continuing the momentum of re-energizing PNWFM in 
2025 and beyond. This December newsletter is packed with some of that energy as well as memo-
ries. Enjoy, and I look forward to connecting with all of you again in 2025.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

From the British Micromount Society Newsletter, June 
2023. Used with permission. 
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PNWFM General Membership Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2024 

 
President, Jessica Robertson, opened the meeting with nine attendees. Karen Hinderman, secre-
tary, reported election results for the next two year cycle. We have elected the following: 

President, Jessica Robertson; Vice President, Thea Stender; Treasurer, Bruce Kelley; and Secre-
tary, Karen Hinderman. Bruce provided a review of the 2024 Symposium. Ninety four members and 
six speakers attended the symposium. We now have 101 members. We will make a substantial 
profit on the symposium for the first time in years. If you want specific numbers, please contact a 
board member as we don’t publish those in our newsletter.  

Jessica reviewed the survey results via a slide show. Thirty eight members responded to the sur-
vey. It was determined that the 2025 Symposium theme will be Color in Minerals and the 2026 
theme will be Mines & Minerals of Nevada (themes may be altered based on availability of speak-
ers). The 2025 Symposium will occur October 17 - 19, 2025, (unless there is a conflict with CWU). 

Questions/Concerns about the 2024 Symposium were discussed: 

• There were some issues with the Red Lion Hotel. We will continue to look at other options; how-
ever, with our current model which allows for minerals to be sold from rooms, our options with 
other hotels are limited. Do we want to change our current model? Could we use other class-
rooms in the Geology building for mineral sales? Must we be at two locations? The reason we 
made a substantial profit is because CWU did not charge us for room rental like a hotel does. 
Please contact a board member with suggestions.  

• How do we increase local foot traffic for our mineral room dealers? Can we make Friday after-
noon and evening more of a rock show environment? Can we get early arrival and late checkout 
for all room dealers?  

• Will CWU and the Geology Department continue to collaborate with us. If so, we will need to 
communicate with attendees on parking challenges and moving from one location to another. 
We will invest in some sandwich boards to include signage into parking areas and to the geology 
building. 

• Bruce will investigate how to use Square payments for registration in a more efficient manner. 

• Beth Heesacker participated in all lectures online live. She reported that the lectures were great 
with wonderful reception. The Friday evening show that featured room dealers had issues with 
wi-fi. Mineral Nation reported an average of 35 individuals were online per speaker. All talks will 
be available soon on the Mineral Nation YouTube channel. It was discussed that we should in-
clude a way for those online to have an opportunity to make a donation.  

• Many were disappointed in the buffet. We will look at other options for the future. If you have 
suggestions, please contact me at khinderman79@gmail.com. 

• Julian Gray, speaker chair, announced that Marcus Raschke will be joining our symposium team 
as speaker co-chair.  

• If we are back at the Red Lion, we will move all the room dealers into the first long hallway to 
avoid having anyone way at the end alone. 

• Thea and Jessica will put together a short survey for room dealers to get a clearer idea of how 
everything went for them.  
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• Members enjoyed the field trip option. We will look into offering another field trip at next year’s 
symposium. If you have ideas, please contact a board member.  

Other ideas/suggestions for improving our symposium are welcome. Please join our symposium 
committee. We meet once a month via zoom. Let a board member know if you are interested.  

Thea Stender represented our group at the Fall Showcase, Everett Mall, sponsored by Seattle Min-
eral Market. Thea provided information and sponsored a silent auction. She reported that traffic was 
good and that the kids loved the Mineral BINGO game.  

It was proposed that we renew our group membership to the Rice Museum. Motion made and 
passed to rejoin. As a member of PNWFM, you may visit the Rice Museum for free. Also, we are 
looking into having a spring meeting at the museum. Ideas include having a swap meet, show & tell, 
and/or speaker. Please let a board member know if you would like to help in planning this event.  

It was suggested that we have door prizes at our meetings, both live and zoom, to encourage more 
participation in the meetings.  

Meeting adjourned at 5:20. 

Karen Hinderman, Secretary 

 

PNWFM 2025 Symposium Committee Notes 
December 4, 2024 

 

The following individuals met via zoom to discuss our next symposium: Jessica Robertson, Bruce 
Kelley, Thea Stender, Karen Hindermn, Marcus Raschke, Nick Carlson, Beth Heesacker, and Tom 
Menzel.  

If you would like to be invited to our monthly zoom meetings to plan the next symposium, let Jessica 
know and she will add you to the invite list. Our next meeting is January 8, 2025, at 7pm. 

Marcus and Julian are looking at speaker distribution and time slot changes. The goal would be to 
have a keynote speaker who would give two talks, and several other speakers who would give 
shorter talks. Ideas included having university students showcase a thesis or current project related 
to the topic and/or members of our club speaking for 20 minutes on a related topic. The discussion 
included the topic of reimbursement. If you have ideas about this, join our team! 

Karen will contact hotels in Ellensburg to try and find another home base. We will also be looking at 
other catering options. Mineral Nation will have the talks out on their YouTube station soon. Bruce 
has paid all traveling expenses.  

Good of the Order: 

Bruce will be paying our National Dues this month. We will be participating in the Seattle Mineral 
Market Show in May. Volunteers are needed.  

We will be having a Spring meeting on April 26, 2025, at the Rice Museum. Ideas discussed for the 
day include a mineral swap, a short presentation, brown sack meal, potluck, or restaurant meeting. 
We will be having some kind of drawing with prizes for those present.  

 

Karen Hinderman, Secretary 
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Pre-Field-Trip Checkout 
A Tough Job But Someone Has To Do It 
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2024 PNWFM Field Trip 

One Picture is Worth a Thousand Words 
Photos by Bob Meyer and Cynthia Campbell  
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From the British Micromount Society  
Newsletter, October 2023. Used with  
permission. 
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News from the  

Rice Museum 
26385 NW Groveland Dr,  

Hillsboro, OR 97124 

 
 

No News this time. Resting up for the holidays, I suppose.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

From the British Micromount 
Society Newsletter, October 
2023. Used with permission. 

Andradite garnet, Brent Hill, 
Devon. By David Roe 
 
From the British Micromount 
Society Newsletter, October 
2023. Used with permission. 
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Editor’s Note: 

Sal Noeldner sent me a scanned copy of this booklet from 
the past. I do not have room to include all the pages in 
this newsletter but if anyone has a desire to see the whole 
booklet, please email me and I will email the scanned 
pages to you. 

 heesacker@coho.net 

Sal also wants to know if anyone has the first edition. 

 sal.noeldner@gmail.com 
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Interested in a  

wonderful resource for teaching  

children about  

minerals? 

Check out the books 
and  

other resources at  

Diamond Dan  

Publications. 

 
http://www.diamonddanpublications.net/ 

Please email articles and  
photos to  

heesacker@coho.net 

 
The next deadline will be FEBRUARY 12, 2025

  December 2024 

 

from Swarf Systems 
 

Hi All, 

I am writing to tell you about a cool little attachment I made for my microscope. As you all know, I make microscope 
illuminators. Well, Jon Gladwell gave me a box of carpathite micros from Cook, WA, and they are a pain to find and 
see with a microscope because they are _tiny_. So, I made a dual light illuminator: There are two sets of LEDs: 
white light and long-wave UV, each with its own power switch. Now, when I put one of the samples from Jon under 
the microscope, I can zoom in on the fluorescing area, turn on the white light LEDs and see what I am looking at. 

If you are interested, I can make illuminators for each of you to fit your microscope (provided it is a microscope mod-
el I can fit to). If you go to SwarfSystems.com you can see what microscopes I can fit to. If your microscope is not 
listed, I might still be able to help so don't give up if you want one. Since I have to buy lots of extra components, the 
cost of the illuminator will be 1.5x that listed on SwarfSystems.com. If you already have a Swarf Systems illuminator, 
you will get a discount since I will only make a new circuit board and you will reuse your microscope mount. "Some 
assembly required." 

One limitation is that there is no UV filter for the LW UV LEDs. I have found this not to be a problem since fluo-
rescing minerals will advertise their presence brightly anyway. 

If you know anyone else who might be interested, let them know. 

Cheers, Ted, Swarf Systems 

http://www.diamonddanpublications.net/


MINERAL MEETING CALENDAR 

 
2025: 
 

Pacific Micromineral Conference (MSSC) - Jan 31-Feb 1 
 Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Museum 
 123 W. Alvarado St., Fallbrook, California 
 
PNWFM Spring Meeting - April 26 
 Rice Museum 
 26385 NW Groveland Dr., Hillsboro, OR 97124 
 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - May 10 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St., Vancouver, WA 98660  
 
Seattle Mineral Market - May 17-18 
 SATURDAY 10:00AM-6:00PM 
 SUNDAY 11:00AM-5:00PM 
 The Hangar 30 building at Magnuson Park 
 7400 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115  
 
Northern Mineralogical Association (NCMA) - May 23-25 
 Eldorado Community Hall 
 6139 Pleasant Valley Rd., Eldorado, CA 
 
PNWFM Symposium - TBD 
 Central Washington University and ??? 
 Discovery Hall 
 Ellensburg, WA 
 
Seattle Mineral Market (Special Fall Showcase) - TBD 
 Everett Mall 
 1402 SW Everett Mall Way, Everett, Washington 98208 

 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - Nov 8 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St., Vancouver, WA 98660 

www.PNWFM.org 

Editor, Beth Heesacker 

4145 NW Heesacker Rd. 

Forest Grove, OR  97116 

heesacker@coho.net 


