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Presidentõs Message  
 
Greetings, mineral lovers! 

I hope your mineral explorations have been as 
enjoyable as mine this winter. 

Symposium ï October 13-
15, 2017 
ñMinerals of the Pacific Northwestò 
Some of you may be doing a little double-take here, ñWasnôt our theme for 2017 
supposed to be Morocco?ò Yes, that was the original plan, but fortunately we voted 
for a backup just in case speakers for the original topic were not available, and that 
is exactly what happened. Since our symposium is very close to the time of the Mu-
nich show, the best speakers for that part of the world cannot make it to Washing-
ton. We may revisit the Morocco topic in the future. 

John Lindell has been busy planning the show and organizing volunteers and Allan 
Young is rounding up speakers and we expect to be able to announce the full pro-
gram in early May.  

Meanwhile, please consider bringing a display. One of the best aspects of our sym-
posium is that PNWFM members share parts of their fantastic collections, and this 
year should be exceptional. Iôm looking forward to seeing some amazing local 
rocks! 

Seattle Mineral Market 2017 
Organized by Bart Cannon, the Seattle Mineral Market is in its tenth year.  The Min-
eral Market was originally conceived as a simple opportunity for local collectors to 
trade and sell, but grew rapidly into much more. In addition to a couple of dozen 
non-commercial collectors, you will find a number of mineral dealers from the region 
and even a few from farther afield ï all focused on minerals! 

PNWFM will hold our semi-annual business meeting on Saturday afternoon (time 

will be announced in the May newsletter.) 

May 20-21, 2017: 10 am ï 6 pm  
Lake City Community Center 
12531 28th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98125 
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For more information, visit their web site: www.seattlesmineralmarket.com  (note that the web address has 
changed for this year and says ñSeattlesò with another ñsò) or Facebook event page:  
www.facebook.com/events/1724619924494486 
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Member Participation: Even more ways to get involved! 
Write an article or send in a few photos for the newsletter. Went to Tucson? Send us a trip report! Find a 
weird fuzzy green mineral youôd like to share? Send us a photo whether you can positively identify it or not; 
I think mysteries are as fun as scholarly certainty. Thanks to Wes Gannaway, Beth Heesacker, Karen Hin-
derman, Chuck Hobart, Al Liebetrau, Bob Meyer, Don Newsome, Lanny Ream, Alexander Schauss, and 
myself for providing newsletter content so far this year.  
 
Buy and sell, meet and socialize with other collectors at the Seattle Mineral Market: May 20-21, 2017 at 
Lake City Community Center, 12531 - 28th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98125.  See seattlesmineralmarket.com 
for details. 

Plan to attend our 2017 symposium:  
October 13-15, 2017  Minerals of the Pacific Northwest 

 
Washington Pass Cleanup: August 11-13, 2017 
 
ñLikeò our official Facebook page: facebook.com/PNWFM 
 
Visit the Rice NW Museum of Rocks and Minerals in Hillsboro, OR. PNWFM members get free admission 
and store discounts. ricenorthwestmuseum.org  

Send me ideas for how PNWFM can better serve you and the mineral collecting community. 

Until next time, 

-- Bruce Kelley, President, PNWFM 

Paravauxite on Vauxite from San 
Jose Level, Siglo Veinte Mine, 
Llallagua, Rafael Bustillo  
Province, Potos² Department, 
Bolivia, FOV: 2.38 x 2.38 mm 
By Bruce Kelly 

http://www.seattlesmineralmarket.com
http://www.facebook.com/events/1724619924494486
http://www.seattlemineralmarket.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PNWFM
http://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/
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Jarosite & Hematite (?) stained quartz from 
Phosphate Stope, Silver Coin Mine, Iron 
Point Dist., Humboldt Co., NV 
FOV: 1.36 mm 
By Bruce Kelly 

Conichalcite on Japan-Law 
Twin Quartz from Truckee  
District, Churchill Co., NV 

FOV: 3.38 x 2.32 mm 
By Bruce Kelly 

  

Amphibole Supergroup from Nickenicher 
Weinberg, Eifel, Germany 
FOV: 1.22 mm 
By Bruce Kelly 



 

PNWFM Symposium Update 2017 

By John Lindell, Symposium Co-Chair 

 

The theme for this yearôs symposium will be ñMinerals of the Pacific Northwestò.  The original plan 
was to feature ñMoroccoò but it was difficult to secure good speakers on that theme .  The new 
theme will allow us to tap some of the best speakers in the area and should provide a great pro-
gram. The show is scheduled for October 13th through October 15th at the Red Lion in Kelso, 
Washington.  

Some outstanding speakers have already been secured for the event. The symposium committee 
has been formed and a budget is being developed.  Program and dealer  information will be avail-
able by late April.  Registration information will go out in early July.  Any questions at this time 
should be directed through the committee co-chairs, John Lindell, lindell4@aol.com or Bruce Kel-
ley,  bruce.kelley@gmail.com. 

 

PNWFM Symposium Committee 2017 
 

Co-Chairs ï John Lindell, 206-356-3158, lindell4@aol.com 
                     Bruce Kelley, 425-591-5329, bruce.kelley@gmail.com 
 
Budget and Registration ï Scott Ankenbrand,503-539-1399, scottankenbrand@gmail.com 
 
Motel - Karen Hinderman, 360-920-7221, gkmhind@comcast.net 
 
Speakers ï Allan Young, 208-343-7006, allanyoung@msn.com 
 
Dealers ï Al Liebetrau, 541-504-4751, liebetrauam@msn.com 
 
Displays - Bob Meyer, 253-441-1584, pyrite111@hotmail.com 
 
Micromineral room ï Beth Heesacker, 503-357-8804, heesacker@coho.net 
 
Contests and Awards -  Bruce Kelley, 425-591-5329, bruce.kelley@gmail.com 
 
Auctions ï Karen Hinderman, 360-920-7221, gkmhind@comcast.net 
 
Registration desk ï Karen Hinderman, 360-920-7221, gkmhind@comcast.net 
 
Set up and tear down ï Gary Hinderman, 360-920-7221, gkmhind@comcast.net 
                                      Tom Menzel, 360-387-9666,menzeltk@frontier.com 
 
Security - Tom Menzel, 360-387-9666, menzeltk@frontier.com 
 
Publicity ï John Lindell, 206-356-3158, lindell4@aol.com 
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Escaping from the Pacific Northwest 
Cold, Snow and Ice 
By Beth Heesacker 

 
After weeks of cold, snow and ice my husband Paul and I were 
finally able to get out of the driveway between storms and head 
south. Our plans were to take in the Quartzsite, AZ events, the 
MSSC Micromounters' Annual Symposium in Redlands, CA, 
over to Bisbee, AZ to check out a few mines, then back to Tuc-
son, AZ for the ñBig Eventò and the Tucson Gem and Mineral 

micromineral meeting. We accomplished all of this and had some wonderful times. Now, no trip is without 
itôs problems and this was no exception, but more about this later. 
 
The trip down was uneventful and we were really surprised by the lack of snow and ice once we left our 
corner of Oregon. The Siskiyous were even clear. As a amateur geologist I was happy to see that the 
mountains were fairly clear of snow so I could see the rocks. 
 
We arrived at Quartzsite and settled into our site on BLM land 
with the Ye Old Timers Mineral Club. They are mostly rock-
hounds, not really mineral collectors, but they have fun activi-
ties such as bingo, potlucks, etc,. each evening and one of the 
members brings wonderful oranges from his tree to share. Also 
the sunsets can be beautiful! 
 
I had 2 goals to meet while in Quartzsite. One was to find 
some more microminerals for my collection and the other was 
to find door prizes and display case trophies for our rockhound 
club, Clackamette Mineral and Gem Club. I was successful on 
both counts. BUT, finding micros was not easy. I only found one dealer with micros and due to the unstable 
weather, he was not open the whole time. I finally caught him on one of the only sunny days and bought 
some really nice Canadian micros.  
 
I did find some dealers with rough rock from some mines, zinc and fluorite, and they had some interesting 
pieces that I brought home to break up and add to my collection. 
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Our class B motorhome. 

A rare sunny day in Quartzsite 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We were only in Quartzsite during the QIA show and left shortly after it to head over to Redlands, CA for 
the Micromounters' Annual Symposium. This was my first time to attend this meeting but I renewed friend-
ships with some people I had met at the NCMA meeting last year. The presentations were top-notch. They 
also had wonderful give-away tables and lots of micros for sale for only $1. I kept Paul busy taking flats out 
to the motorhome which I had to find places to pack away each evening. If you know anything about class 
B motorhomes you know that this is not easy to do. There is not much space to live in nor to pack flats and 
flats of minerals. And this was not going to get easier as the trip went on. 
 
Heading back to Quartzsite on our way to Bisbee, AZ., we were beginning to feel the cramped nature of the 
motorhome. We looked through the ñswap meetò portions of the show and found a carrier that we could put 
on the back of the motorhome. I was not willing to put my micros out there but we had some chairs, etc. 
that we could tie down on the back without fear of spreading little perky boxes across the Arizona state 
highways. 
 
We arrived in Bisbee and stayed at the Copper Queen Mineôs RV 
park. This was the only time we stayed at a park. We like the 
Walmart parking lots. No cost and usually fairly quiet. We also took 
the Copper Queen Mine tour and met a miner who gave me some 
rough from his familyôs flux mine to take home and I have found 
some really nice micros in there. I went to 

the Bisbee Museum 
and really enjoyed 

their mineral 
ex- hibit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MSSC Meeting and 
giveaway table 
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Minerals from the Bisbee Museum 

Copper Queen Tour 



 
 
 
 
We also drove around and found the mine dumps 
from the Lavender Pit Mine at Warren but they 
were not accessible from what we could see. Bisbee is becoming quite a tourist trap with little boutique 
shops but it is an interesting place nestled in a tight canyon. 
 
Now it was on to Tucson. I went to the Arizona Mineral Museum at the University of Arizona and I highly 
recommend it. Though a bit smaller than I expected, it had some wonderful specimens from all over the 
world. The large thumbnail collection was not on exhibit though which was a disappointment.  
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Lavender Pit in Bisbee and 
its mine dumps at Warren. 

Just a few of the mineral specimens 
from the Arizona Mineral Museum 

Calcite and Quartz 
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79 Mine, 
AZ 

Rowley 
Mine, AZ 

Mammoth St. 
Anthony Mine, 
AZ 

DISPLAY CASES AT THE ARIZONA MINERAL 


