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River localities, Clackamas County, Oregon, USA.  

FOV 5mm. Ex. Mickey Marks collection. Picture and copyright by Beth 
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President’s Message 
 

Jessica Robertson  
  

I write this message this morning 
with an inch of snow on top of the 
flowering plum blossoms outside–
must be spring! Planning for this 
year’s events are in full swing and 
we’re looking forward to another 
exciting year.  

 
Save these dates: 

• PNWFM Spring Rendezvous at the Rice Museum on April 25. Afternoon talks on local 
mineral collecting and installation of our display case at the museum. 

• Seattle Mineral Market on May 16-17. Looking for volunteers to help with our auctions and 
man the tables! 

• PNWFM Symposium at CWU in Ellensburg the weekend of October 17, with the theme 
“Mines and Minerals of the Great Basin”. We will return this year to CWU for daytime 
Saturday talks and the SureStay Best Western for our evening dealer halls. And good news–
our Saturday evening banquet and live auction is also returning! The banquet will be on the 
CWU campus for easy attendance after the talks, but early enough that we still have plenty 
of time with our dealers at the hotel. 

 

See inside this newsletter for more details on all of the above. We are also looking for more 
volunteers and donations as always! You are invited to attend our monthly planning meetings via 
zoom. Please contact me to be added to the distribution list.  

Happy digging! 
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Karen’s Musings 

By Karen Hinderman, PNWFM  Secretary 

 

What an awesome group we have! An excellent board who have worked diligently to 
transition our symposium from the Kelso Red Lion to Central Washington University in Ellensburg. 
This wasn’t an easy move, maybe even a bit uncomfortable for some, but with the Red Lion now 
out of commission from a devastating fire, a move would have happened anyway, and it would 
have been a scramble. At CWU we have been accepted with open arms, and our costs have been 
significantly reduced. Hopefully we will continue to build on our relationship with the university as 
well as with the students in the geology department.  

We have a fantastic committee of members who show up monthly for our zoom meetings 
and contribute with the ongoing business of our group that includes our Spring Rendezvous at the 
Rice Museum, April 25; our participation at Seattle Mineral Market, May 16 - 17; and preparing for 
our annual symposium, October 16 - 18.  

Next, is our growing group of helpers who set up and take down cases at the symposium. 
This group is made up of some newer, younger members and is very much appreciated. Also, we 
continue to have members donate material for both the silent auctions and live auction. These 
contributions are a huge part of our financial success. Thank you to those of you who contribute 
annually. I will happily accept donations at the Rice Museum Spring Rendezvous, and, of course, 
at the annual symposium.  

Another dedicated member is our newsletter editor Beth! Although she would love more 
contributions from members, she always finds pertinent articles or includes pictures for us to enjoy 
in the quarterly newsletter. And, it always looks professional.  

Now comes my plea for more assistance! Gary and I will be gone during this year’s Seattle 
Mineral Market, so Jessica will need some help. We have a silent auction and a snack bar that 
runs all day Saturday and Sunday. If you could volunteer for a two hour shift, that would really be 
appreciated.  

Finally, this year is an election year. Jessica’s tenure as board president will be up, and my 
long-term tenure as your secretary will be ending. Elections will be held in conjunction with the 
symposium in October. Please consider joining the board and contributing to our awesome 
organization. I’m looking forward to seeing you at the Spring Rendezvous and/or the Symposium. 
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Spring Rendezvous Talk:  
Basalt’s Hidden Treasures 

By Thea Stender 
 

Hello, fellow mineral collectors! I will be 
doing my first ever talk for the PNW Friends of 
Mineralogy Spring Rendezvous. The topic I’ve 
chosen is about our collecting adventures in the 

basalt formations of Central and Eastern Washington. Many people, that we’ve shown 
unique basalt minerals to have thought that nothing really formed in these basalts. 
However, we have discovered a few interesting occurrences within these formations!  
 

I will be talking about how we find these occurrences and what we keep an eye 
out for. Also I’ll be showing photos of aesthetic and unique specimens from our Bird 
Point Prospect as well as some other new localities and occurrences we’ve discovered 
in order to show the beautiful treasures that our basalt formations have. I’m so excited 
to be able to share my very first talk with you all! 
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Do you have any   

GREAT  Great Basin Specimens?  

Do you want to show them off?  

Here is your chance !  
 

The Rice Northwest Museum of Rocks and Minerals has  
generously offered the Friends of Mineralogy Pacific Northwest Chapter  
a dedicated display case for a special exhibition celebrating the 2026  
Symposium theme: The Great Basin. 
 

Collectors and exhibitors are invited to participate by contributing specimens from the Great 
Basin region to be featured in the display for approximately six months. The case will be installed 
during the Spring Rendezvous on April 25, creating a unique opportunity to showcase the incredible 
mineral diversity of the region while highlighting the collections within our community. 

Participants are asked to email a photo of their proposed specimen(s) to our Vice President, 
Thea Stender, ahead of time so ownership can be tracked and the display planned. Labels are 
encouraged, and all specimens will be carefully documented and returned to their owners at the end of 
the exhibition. 

This is a great chance to share outstanding pieces, support the symposium theme, and help 
create a display that represents the passion and expertise of the PNW mineral collecting community. 
Rock on! 
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Volunteers Needed for the PNWFM 

Booth at Mineral Market 

 

Contact Karen 

Khinderman79@gmail.com 
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The Great Basin, in the western USA, is made up of alternating mountain ranges and sediment filled 
valleys. They were formed by tectonic movement of the earth’s crust caused by normal faults starting about 17 
million years ago. This caused stretching and thinning of the earth’s lithosphere (crust and upper mantle). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drawing and picture from Wikipedia, 3/15/2026 

These faults caused uplifting of mountain ranges (horsts) and down dropping of valleys (grabens) 
between them. Erosion of the mountains then filled the valleys with sediments. The changes in elevation are 
fairly abrupt as seen in this NASA satellite photo from Wikipedia. 

The stretching of the lithosphere is between 60km and 300km, depending on where you measure. The 
southern end, where the stretching initiated, is stretched the most. All this bending and stretching led to 
fractures and fissures in the rocks allowing water, containing many minerals, to flow and precipitate out into 
these openings. The minerals include copper, gold, silver, barite and thousands more. The Great Basin should 
give us many topics to be explored at the PNWFM 2026 Symposium. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Basin_range_province.jpg
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Happy Hanukkah! 

From Across the Pond 

Courtesy of the MAGNIFICENT 

British Micromount Society Newsletter - October 2025 

Editor – David Roe 
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From Across the Pond 

Courtesy of the  

British Micromount Society Newsletter - October 2025 
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From Across the Pond 

Courtesy of the  

British Micromount Society Newsletter - October 2025 
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The next deadline will be June 10, 2026 

Please email articles and photos 

to heesacker@coho.net 

Hot Shots from the British Micromount Society 

Newsletter, 10/2025  

mailto:heesacker@coho.net
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2026: 
 
PNWFM Spring Rendezvous – April 25 
 Rice Museum 
 26385 Groveland Dr. 
 Hillsboro, OR 
 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - May 9 

10 am - 4 pm 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St., Vancouver, WA 98660  
  
Seattle Mineral Market – May 16-17 
 SATURDAY 10:00AM-6:00PM 
 SUNDAY 11:00AM-5:00PM 
 The Hangar 30 building at Magnuson Park 
 7400 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115  
  
Northern Mineralogical Association (NCMA) - TBD 
 Eldorado Community Hall 
 6139 Pleasant Valley Rd., Eldorado, CA 
 
 PNWFM Symposium – October 16-18 
 Central Washington University and SureStay Hotel by Best Western, Ellensburg 
 Discovery Hall 
 Ellensburg, WA 
 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - Nov 14 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St., Vancouver, WA 98660 
 
2027 
 
Pacific Micromineral Conference (MSSC) – TBD 

Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Museum 
123 W. Alvarado St., Fallbrook, California 

 

www.pnwffm.org 

Editor, Beth Heesacker 

4145 NW Heesacker Rd. 

Forest Grove, OR  97116 

heesacker@coho.net 

http://www.pnwffm.org/

