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Fluorite CaF2 , Anglona/Osilo, Sassari Province, Sardinia, 
Italy. FOV 2.75mm. 

Ex Jim Daly Collection. Beth Heesacker collection, photo 
and copyright. 
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President’s Message 
 

Jessica Robertson  
  

President’s Message: 

 

We are halfway through 2026 already–time just keeps 
moving faster! PNWFM has been working hard on planning 
for our 2026 PNWFM Symposium in October.  

• We have *eight* great speakers already lined up to 
talk on various mines, minerals, and geology topics 
centered on our theme of the Great Basin area.  

 • We will also have a session on PNW Mineral updates and a CWU student poster session.  

• And not only are we bringing back the option of ordering a boxed lunch, we are also bringing back 
the Saturday evening dinner banquet and live auction! The banquet will be held also on the CWU 
campus, close after the close of the Saturday talks, so folks will still have plenty of time for 
everyone’s favorite evening dealers at the hotel.  

• Even more exciting, symposium registration pricing is $15 lower than last year! We are pleased 
we have been able to lower costs and hope this will allow for even more of our members to join us.  

See lots of details regarding the symposium later in this newsletter, including a list of our speakers and their 
topics as well as hotel information.  

 

We also had a great spring already, with two events under our belt:  

• PNWFM Spring Rendezvous at the Rice Museum was on April 25. Thea Stender and Aaron Witing 
gave great talks on PNWFM mineral collecting. We also installed a club display in a case in the 
museum’s NW Gallery. The display will be there until October–go see it! 

• Seattle Mineral Market on May 16-17 was another great mineral market experience, seeing so many 
members, friends, and happy interested members of the public. Our silent auctions were successful 
and we passed out over 300 mineral scavenger hunt bingo pages to kids. Tons of fun!!!  

(Continued on page 3) 
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(President’s Message cont.) 

See inside this newsletter for more details on all of the above. We are also looking for more volunteers and 
donations as always! We also would like to remind folks that this is an board election year–I will be ‘term-
limited’ out of the presidency and look forward to having more folks involved in the planning of the club. 
Please let me know if you are interested. Everyone is invited to attend our monthly planning meetings via 
zoom. Please contact me to be added to the distribution list. 

 

Happy digging! 

 

 

Hotel Information:  

We are staying at the same hotel as last year. SureStay by Best Western, 1500 S. Canyon 
Rd., Ellensburg. CALL this number to make your reservation: 509-962-6888. Let them know you are 
with Friends of Mineralogy. If you are going to be selling minerals out of your room, let them know 
you are a vendor. There are a limited number of rooms for vendors, so the sooner you make your 
reservation, the more likely you will get a room alongside the other vendors. Our room rate is 
$159.77. If you use a third party, such as Expedia to reserve your room, you are not guaranteed to 
be placed with our vendor group.  

 

Auctions:  

The silent auction will run continuously as usual in the classroom where the display cases, 
registration, and hospitality tables are. Auctions will close towards the end of the breaks so that 
everyone has a chance to bid. Please bring donations to the classroom anytime Friday afternoon or 
Saturday morning. The live auction will run after dinner on campus this year. We are hoping to get 
the auction started by around 6 and get you all back to the hotel and our room vendors by 730. Most 
importantly, I need quality donations from all vendors as well as any individual members who so 
choose, for the live auction. Finally, I need enthusiastic bidders. Come prepared to bid, bid, bid!!! 
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2026 SYMPOSIUM PRICING 
  

We are pleased to announce that tickets to our 2026 symposium are $15 less than last year! 
Additionally, the meal pricing is a ‘pass through’ cost based only on what we are charged per 
meal by the catering company.  

  

Base ticket options:  

• Symposium + Membership: $90 (most common) 

• 'Symposium only' for members pre-paid through 2027: $70 - this is a by request item 
only. Contact Bruce Kelley for this option. 

• Full time Student symposium ticket only (membership separate): free  

Add on options:  

• Saturday Box Lunch: $20 

• Saturday Banquet: $30 

• Membership only: $20 

• Room dealer fee: $25 (contact Thea Stender to confirm after purchase) 

  

Please complete a separate registration for each attendee. Register today at pnwfm.org.  

  

 

 

Stilbite 

M6-7[Al8-9Si27-28O72] · nH2O 

   M = Na, Ca or K 

Bosa, Oristano Province, Sardinia, 
Italy. FOV 3 mm.  

Ex Jim Daly Collection. Beth 
Heesacker collection, photo and 
copyright. 
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Spring Rendezvous Recap 

     

 

Our speakers: 

Thea Stender and Aaron Wieting 

 

PNWFM Case at the Rice Museum 
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Detail Pictures of the Case: 
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Seattle Mineral Market Recap 
Photos courtesy of Brittany Burkhart 

 

 

 

Kids in front of the PNWFM 
Mineral Education display cases 

Busy SMM vendor hall 
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Shoebox Adventure 160: 

The Real Thing 

Photos and text by Mike Seeds 

From The Conglomerate,  June 2026, Baltimore Mineral Society 

 

Humanity faces a question, and the answer may determine the fate of our civilization. The question 
is: Which videos of dancing kittens are real, and which were created by AI? If the kittens smile and have 
human teeth, you can be sure the kitties are not real, but if they keep their lips sealed and know the steps 
to the dance, it is hard to be sure. This extends to all images. Videos of politicians giving speeches, protest 
demonstrations, bombs falling on ships at sea, Uncle Harvy making a hole in one. How do we know what is 
real?  

 

The mineral specimen in Figure 1 is real. It is strontianite on celestite, and it is my favorite 
specimen. I claim it is self-collected because a friend gave me a large lump of rock, and I broke it down into 
little pieces, I looked at each piece under my ‘scope, and I found this tiny cross. So, it really is self-
collected. Really. 

I admit I have to adjust the warmth of the image. The lights under my camera do not match the 
lights under my scope, so I had to cool the warmth of the image, so it matched the color as I see it through 
the ‘scope. Unfortunately, the lights under my ‘scope do not match real daylight, but then daylight is 
warmish direct sunlight mixed with a lot of cooler light from the blue sky. So, I’m not sure what the real 
color temperature of the image should be.  

I wish you could see this specimen through my ‘scope. It is so delicate. The photo in Figure 1 is a 
bit “soft” in that the detail is not quite as sharp as it is through the ‘scope. The image is actually 32 
exposures taken at slightly different focus settings and combined using a program called Helicon. So, the 
image you see isn’t really what you would see through my ‘scope. You would have to adjust the focus up 
and down to see all parts of the cross in sharp focus. Combining the 32 images brings all parts of the cross 
in focus at the same time. That’s not what you would really see through the ‘scope. So, the image in Figure 
2 isn’t quite real. 

I also sharpened the image using a program called ViewNX 2 that came free with my Nikon 
camera. I’ve tried a number of fancy and expensive sharpening tools, but the freebie ViewNX 2 seems to 
work best. I also gave the image a final sharpening using Microsoft Image Viewer. So, Figure 2 comes as 
close to the real thing as I can get.  

 

Figure 1 Strontianite on celestine, Meckley Quarry, 
Mondata, Pennsylvania. The cross is 2.1 mm across. 
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Happy Hanukkah! 

 

If I turn to AI, I can process the image further. Asking ChatGPT to sharpen my final image, produces 
the image in Figure 3. It doesn’t look quite like the cross I see through the microscope. It is somehow too 
sharp. Thinking of mathematical signal analysis, I might say the signal is ringing. It’s not a bad photo, but it’s 
not quite real. For a hint, look at the bright dots in the upper left corner and compare them to Figure 2. What 
should be dots are doughnuts.   

 

Using AI, I can produce anything I can think of. I can make the little cross into a larger specimen that 
would sell quickly on eBay (Figure 4). I could make it red, white, and blue, but I won’t do that. That’s not real. 

 

From 1969 through 1974, Coca Cola advertised that Coke is “The Real Thing”. AI means there is no “real” 
anymore. How can we trust a picture or a video when AI can make cats dance? 90% to 100% of the images in 
TV commercials have been digitally manipulated. Make that 100% of photos in food commercials. Those 
chicken wings aren’t real.  

 

We mineral collectors must accept the responsibility of making our photographs come as close as possible to 
reality. We want to share beauty and not make cats dance. 

 

Figure 2 The photo has been corrected for 
color temperature and sharpened.  

 

Figure 3 The image sharpened by ChatGPT 
looks too sharp.  

 

Figure 4 The simple command, “Enlarge the cross 
and show it sitting beside a binocular microscope” 
produces an image that is not real. 
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From Across the Pond 

Courtesy of the  

British Micromount Society Newsletter – June 2023 
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From Across the Pond 

Courtesy of the  

British Micromount Society Newsletter – June 2023 
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SUMMER CAMPS 

Get ready for an unforgettable summer at the Museum! Join us for week-long camps filled with 
themed adventures—compete in our Camp Olympics (July 13–17), cook tasty creations (July 

20–24), or unleash your creativity with Arts and Crafts (August 17–21) 

 

 

TUCKER'S KIDS CLUB 
Do you have a kid who loves rocks, minerals, and fossils? They’ll fit right into Tucker’s 

Club! Tucker’s Club is FREE to all, but registration is required to become an official member. 
Members receive a free pass to the Museum and an official member badge. 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/X501u4ZvB4M?e=adacfdd80b&c2id=6b727fa184346fbb5fb900ee20e660a2
https://us.list-manage.com/X501u4ZvB4M?e=adacfdd80b&c2id=6b727fa184346fbb5fb900ee20e660a2
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The next deadline will be September 12, 2026 

Please email articles and photos 

to heesacker@coho.net 

 

 

https://www.tomeikminerals.com/ 
 

Wonderful pics and resources 

CHECK 

IT 

OUT!! 

mailto:heesacker@coho.net
https://www.tomeikminerals.com/
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2026: 
  
 PNWFM Symposium – October 16-18 
 Central Washington University and SureStay Hotel by Best Western, Ellensburg 
 Discovery Hall 
 Ellensburg, WA 
 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - Nov 14 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St., Vancouver, WA 98660 
 
2027: 
 
Pacific Micromineral Conference (MSSC) – TBD 

Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Museum 
123 W. Alvarado St., Fallbrook, California 

 
NW Micro Mineral Study Group - May 8 

10 am - 4 pm 
 Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  
 2400 Grant St., Vancouver, WA 98660  
 
Seattle Mineral Market – TBD 
 SATURDAY 10:00AM-6:00PM 
 SUNDAY 11:00AM-5:00PM 
 The Hangar 30 building at Magnuson Park 
 7400 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115  
  
Northern Mineralogical Association (NCMA) – May 21-23 
 Eldorado Community Hall 
 6139 Pleasant Valley Rd., Eldorado, CA 
 
 

www.pnwffm.org 

Editor, Beth Heesacker 

4145 NW Heesacker Rd. 

Forest Grove, OR  97116 

heesacker@coho.net 

http://www.pnwffm.org/

